
Greetings Honorable Chairmen and members of the Joint Committee on 

Environment: 

I am writing in support of S.B. 522 An Act Authorizing Bear Hunting in Connecticut for 
the following reasons. 
 
1: To manage the growing bear population in accordance with the North American 
Wildlife Conservation Model. 
 
2: A regulated hunting season will allow state wildlife managers another tool to control 
population numbers through the use of lawfully regulated hunting season. 
 
3: To allow the wildlife division another tool to protect the public from possible danger 
due to the increasing nuisance bear population. 
 
A regulated season will allow the excess black bear population to be removed by 
hunters resulting in a greatly decreased cost to the state, a bonus in license sales and a 
more sustainable black bear population. 
 
We should follow the advice of our state wildlife biologists. This is a simple decision and 
it should be made using science not sentiment. 
 
I support H.B. 5499 expanded Sunday Hunting on private land. 
The majority of hunters are working families and work 5 or 6 days a week and to 
exclude them from using private land to hunt is not acceptable. This bill asks for private 
land use and does not expand to public land, so public land use is not hindered. If 
Sunday is off limits to hunting so that others can enjoy a day without hunting, then why 
can't land access be closed to non hunting on saturdays, because it is not fair to 
exclude anyone the regulated use of public and especially unfair on private lands. 
 
I OPPOSE S.B. 942 Cecils Law on the grounds that we should not meddle in the 
economy or conservation efforts of other nations. Tourist hunters pay huge fees for the 
privilege to hunt overseas and funds from those hunts are used in wildlife conservation 
and anti poaching efforts. To eliminate that method of funding will further endanger the 
species that this misguided bill seeks to support. Add to that the fact the CT is home to 
a world class taxidermist and this bill would force him and others to relocate to another 
state. The current  import laws are sufficient and no further regulation is needed. As a 
state we can't afford to lose another industry. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bruce Conroy, 
Nutmeg State Council of Sportsmen 
13 Burke Heights Drive 
Wallingford CT 06492 
 


